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on with every possible energy consistent with the
necessary regard to seeresy, which I shall main-
tain until I ani informed from General Floyd that
the" corps south of the Coleroon are prepared to
move across it; and I shall not fail to keep your
Lordship constantly advised of their progress, and
of the effect which they may appear to have on
the enemy. Your Lordship will observe that I
have forborne in my present and former letters to
offer any opinion upon the political part of this
question, and this not from any disposition to
withhold my sentiments upon any subject of im-
portance to the national interests,, but from a
consciousness of my inability to assist your Lord-
ship's judgment. Amidst the trouble of my present
situation, it is indeed a great consolation to me
that the momentous duty of determining whether
we must endure the calamity of war, or remain
peaceful, as we now are, does noj? belong to me,
but is entrusted to a person so well qualified to
decide it. This remark appears a proper intro-
duction to my reply to that part of your Lordship's
letter of the 26th ult, which respects the letter
written by this government to Admiral Rainier.
It had been so customary at this Presidency to
write to the Admiral that the secretary drafted the
letter, and we passed it as an ordinary occurrence,
without the most distant idea that we were trans-
gressing" the strict line of our duty. In inadvert-
ence,, therefore, not in any desire of infringing
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